
St. Martha Parish School 
NEWSLETTER September 2018 
 

Faith in our Students – Confidence in our Future 
SMS is Raising the Standards! 

 
The school calendar can be found on the “News and Events” page under the “Parents” tab of the school 
website.  
 
Sept. 5: First day of school for grades 2-8 
 12:30 PM DISMISSAL 
Sept. 6: First day of school for grade 1 
 12:30 PM DISMISSAL 
Sept. 7: 12:30 PM DISMISSAL 
Sept. 10: First day of school for Pre-K 3 and Kindergarten; 11:15 AM DISMISSAL for these grades only 
 Full day for grades 1-8; regular dismissal at 3:00 PM 
 CARES begins for grades 1-5 
 BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT – 7:00 PM IN CHURCH 
Sept. 11: First day of school for Pre-K 4; 11:15 AM DISMISSAL for Pre-K 4 only 
 NO SCHOOL FOR PRE-K 3 
 CARES for grades K-5 
 Children’s Choir begins at 3:00 PM 
Sept. 12: Normal schedule for ALL grades 
 School confessions for grades 3-8 
 CARES for grades Pre-K through 5 
Sept. 13: Completed pink and blue papers due 
Sept. 21: 8:15 AM opening liturgy for grades 1-8 
 Installation of officers, peer helpers, and safeties – All are welcome! 
Sept. 24: Dress Down Day - $1.00 donation (no flip flops or slides) 
Sept. 26: Graduation Meeting at 7:00 PM in the parish hall for 8th grade parents 
 
AROUND THE CAMPUS 
 
All money collected for our Race for Education is going toward updating security cameras and safety 
measures at school. 
 
First in Math helps your child with his/her math skills. We will officially begin First in Math in October. 
Please encourage your child to work on this for 5-10 minutes per day before playing other computer 
games. 
 
Prayer Chain: Many of us know someone who needs our prayers and what better way to ask God for help 
than through the prayers of little children. Contact me if you wish to have a name printed in the next 
newsletter.  
 
After you have read this newsletter, email Mrs. Donofry at kdonofry@comcast.net by 2:00 PM on 
Friday, September 6th, and your child may dress down on Monday, September 10th. 
 
Tuition and Fees:  Trips are coming up. Please don’t let your child miss out on a trip because tuition and 
fees are not paid.  
 

Clearances:  No one will be permitted to chaperone or volunteer without a PA State Police Background 

Check, Child Abuse Clearance, and Disclosure Statement Application for Volunteers.  All three 

documents need to be registered with Mrs. Donofry. 

mailto:kdonofry@comcast.net


Mother’s Prayer Group:  Meetings are in the chapel on the first and third Monday of each month from 

7:30-8:30 PM.  For additional information, contact Margaret Breen at 215-637-5666. 

 

Website:  Remember to check our website, stmarthaparishschool.webs.com, for upcoming events and the 

school calendar.  All school information can be found on our website.  Please read the Parent-Student 

Handbook, Home & School information and monthly Newsletters. 

 

Facebook:  Please check out and “like” our Facebook page – St. Martha Parish School. 

 

Email the Principal at kdonofry@comcast.net. My doors are open to all and I will call or email you within 

24 hours. If you need to meet with me, I ask that you call for an appointment because I have many 

meetings and am not always available. Also, if you need to report a problem, I ask that you follow our 

chain of command.  For example, if there is a concern with a teacher, please contact the teacher first.  If 

the concern is not resolved, then call me and we will discuss the situation.  If you need further assistance, 

you would then contact Father Al who is the director of St. Martha Parish School.  

 

My Students Progress (MSP):  This is used for school emergencies and communication.  In addition to 

telephone notifications, you may also receive email blasts and texts through MSP. 

 

Forgotten Items:  We will not interrupt classes for forgotten items.  Items will be left on the bench. 

 

Absences:  ALL GRADES – A parent must call the school office by 10:00 AM to report their child 

absent.  If a child is absent for three or more days, a doctor’s note is required for readmission to school.  

An absence note is required any time a student is not in school. 

 

Lateness:  It is important to have your child in school and on time.  Remember school starts promptly at 

8:00 AM.  Children should be here no later than 7:55 AM.  Children arriving after 8:00 AM will have 

a lunch detention instead of going outside. 

 

Fundraisers:  Please save General Mills Box Tops for Education and ask your family members to save 

them. Also, check out the “Help our School” page on our website where you will find fundraisers to help 

our school at no cost to you. 

 

Parent-Student Handbook:  Read the Parent-Student Handbook concerning uniforms, shoes and haircuts.  

A link to the handbook can be found on the “Parents” tab of the website under “News & Events.” 

 

Car Line:  In the morning, there is room for about four cars to line up and let children out.  If you need 

more time, I suggest you park in the lot and walk your child(ren) into school.  Many people are driving to 

work directly from car line and must move a bit faster.  Again, this is not the time to sign tests or give that 

extra kiss.  Please do these things at home.  Pre-K parents must also follow these rules unless they are 

dropping their child off after 8:10 AM. 

 

In the afternoon, DO NOT PARK PAST THE POSTS. Our safeties place the cones there for your child’s 

safety. Please follow their directives. 

 

School Closings:  In case of unusual weather, please listen to KYW for “Public and Parochial Schools” 

and the message that follows.  Do not call the school as we usually don’t hear anything until it is 

announced on the news.  We will also send an MSP message in case of emergency closings. 

 

Crisis Management:  A Crisis Management Plan is in effect at SMS.  All classes are aware of what needs 

to be done in case of a “lock down,” “shelter in place,” or “evacuation.” 



 

Internet and Social Media:  It is important to monitor your child’s Internet use.  Once something is sent, it 

cannot be taken back.  It is serious when children attack one another on the Internet.  When this is brought 

to my attention, I recommend the parent notify the police.  Many children use the Internet, Facebook, and 

Instagram and often nasty things are written or inappropriate pictures are posted.  Please monitor your 

child.  If they don’t want you to see what they are doing, then you know you should be looking.  It is not 

snooping - it’s called parenting. 

 

God bless you and thank you for sending your child to St. Martha Parish School – A Small School with 

a Big Heart! 


